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Variable Data Source Indicated By: How Coded
Dependent Variable
  Likely Support Survey Section 3, Questions 3-6
Section 5, Questions 3 and 4
Likert Scale, 1-5




   Demographics
     Age Survey Age Range 1 = 18-24, 2 = 25-34, 3 = 35-54 
4 = 55 +
     Highest Degree Earned Survey Educational Status Indicated by 1 - 9 Low to High
   Knowledge of Wetlands Survey Section 2, all Questions Unweighted Summation
   Connections with Nature Survey Demographics, Connection 
with Nature
Unweighted Summation
   Extent of Katrina Experience Survey Demographics, Experience with 
Hurrican Katrina
Unweighted Summation, minus 
“no direct experience”






















Independent Variables Standard Coefficients (Beta) Sig. (2-tailed)
Demographics
     Age -.147 p = .436
     Highest Degree Earned -.226 p = .112
Knowledge of Wetlands -.047 p = .765
Connections with Nature .102 p = .558
Katrina Experience .326* p = .095
Plan is Practical .494*** p = .001
Model Significance: p = .006
n = 65
R2 = .414
Adj. R2 = .305
*** p ! .025
** p ! .05




























How important are wetlands, or wetland restoration, to you?
How important is it to you that green infrastructure exists in 
the city so that future generations can ejoy the benefits?
How important do you feel weltands are to human wellbeing 
or existence?
Do you think you would like to live in a neighborhood with 
green infrastructure and urban wetlands?
How important to you is green infrastructure in your neigh-
borhood?
How important is it to you that wetlands exist in an urban 
setting?









Positive Design Thoughts - statements based on hypothetical wetland restoration yes no unsure
It would increase the amount of wildlife and their habitat. 80.7 5.3 14.0
It would create a healthy/healthier ecosystem(s). 78.3 5.0 16.7
It would provide much needed greenspace in the city. 70.7 8.6 20.7
It would make the area more visually attractive. 70.0 8.3 21.7
It would create places for people to engage in outdoor recreation such as fishing and boating. 66.7 6.7 26.7
It would increase local recreation. 64.4 6.8 28.8
It would alleviate stormwater flooding. 54.2 11.9 33.9
It would improve the quality of live of local residents. 52.5 11.5 36.1
It would increase property values in the area. 43.3 15.0 41.7
It would prevent ecological disasters. 40.7 13.6 45.8
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increasing property values in the area had quite a different outcome. Only 43 percent felt urban wetlands would increase the property values, 15 percent did not think property values would increase and 41 percent were unsure. This is quite a different response than those of the previously discussed questions. It shows that people are not sure that others will value wetlands or that they are truly as desirable. 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Discussion and Conclusions Wetlands restored in the urban fabric of New Orleans will not replace the function of the expanse of cypress swamps that once filled the area. The city will still be prone to floods from major catastrophes such as the flooding related to Hurricane Katrina. The design strategy for the Gentilly neighborhood in New Orleans was created to be an added benefit to the city for many different reasons. It is one option to help alleviate the reliance of the city on pumps to deal with flooding, stormwater runoff, and pollutants and excess nutrients. It could incorporate beauty of nature into the city, providing a habitat for animals and native plants as well as a place for humans to reflect and recreate. This type of strategy can be applied as an example to other areas of the city for rebuilding as well as other flood‐damaged or flood prone coastal communities throughout the world. The design presents a viable alternative for greenspace to the people of New Orleans who wish to continue to make it their home. Overall the city may be a safer and more beautiful place to live if this strategy were to be implemented.  
  The results of the data collected show that many people in New Orleans understand the beneficial functions of wetlands overall, and in an urban setting. There is a trend that shows citizens would like to live in such created urban wetlands habitats.  Those who went through the experience of Hurricane Katrina were more likely to have favorable inclinations toward urban wetlands.  Based on the linear regression model it was found that education as measured by highest degree earned does not appear to be associated with support for restored urban wetlands as was supposed from other research on environmental issues. It was 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found that individual’s feelings that wetlands are practical in an urban setting are associated with support for the design. Public education will be necessary to continue to build support for urban wetlands among residents in coastal communities. The public must be educated concerning the benefits and services that wetlands can provide to themselves, wildlife, and the city as a whole in order to support restoration efforts. The other factor associated with higher levels of likely support of wetlands was that of living through the trauma of Hurricane Katrina. This suggests that given a catastrophic event, people may be more willing to support green infrastructure, possibly to mitigate damages from future large‐scale disturbances. City planners then may have a window after catastrophes in which to gain public support for new or enhanced green infrastructure projects. 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Appendix 1. Maps Representing New Orleans Development 1798 ­ Present 
 
 Brown = back swamp, blue = bayous and canals, green = developed land *some areas on maps were not defined, therefore blank spaces are seen
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Appendix 2. Maps of Elevation and Hurricane Katrina Related Flooding 
 Elevation in Meters 
 Flood levels from Hurricane Katrina, in feet *Differences of measure for elevation and flood levels reflect the availability of maps for reference, left as such for accuracy. 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Appendix 3. Assessment of Damaged Structures in New Orleans Post­Katrina 
 green = structures with minimal damage, yellow = limited re‐entry access damage, red = unsafe structures * courtesy Mike Centineo, director of New Orleans Department of Safety and Permits, 2006 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Appendix 4. Map Designating Case­study of Design  
 Area in red denotes the boundaries of the case‐study for design. 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Appendix 5. List of New Orleans Neighborhood Associations Contacted *contact information as found on various New Orleans websites as of fall 2009. Gentilly area – Contacted, no response. 
• Burbank Civic and Improvement Association President: Meg O'Connell Email:  mego_connell@hotmail.com Blogspot: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NewOrleansBurbankGardens/ 
• Filmore Gardens Meeting Facilitator: Fay Kaufman Email: fydaka33@yahoo.com There was an interesting note on the website with this information: "Fay is spearheading the post‐Katrina reorganization of the association. Please contact her to join." Assume the association was not reorganized yet. 
• Gentilly Terrace and Gardens Improvement Association President: Daniel Falk (as listed on GCIA website) Email: president@gentillyterrace.org Website: www.gentillyterrace.org 
• Lake Oaks Civic Association President: Ann Duffy Email: annduffy@bellsouth.net 
• Lake Terrance Property Owner's Association Meeting info: Robert Drouant Email: rdrouant@yahoo.com President: Joe Hassinger Email: jhassinger@gjtbs.com Website: www.laketerrace.net 
• Milneburg Civic Association President: Shannon Blue Email: sblue001@yahoo.com 
• Mirabeau Gardens Neighborhood Association President: Laurie Watt Email: nolawatt@cox.net 
• Oak Park Civic Association Two listings for president; Kim Henry – khenry@essential98.com Nikki Najiola – n_najiola@yahoo.com 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• Pontilly Neighborhood Association, Inc. President: Victor Gordon Email: vic33@bellsouth.net Contact Offices: pontilly@aol.com Website: www.pontilly.com 
•  [Gentilly] Sugar Hill Neighborhood Association Community Liaison: Barbara Blackwell Email: bblackwell@lajao.org 
• Virgil Park Neighborhood Association  President: Peggy Braud Email: peggyb504@yahoo.com 
• Vista Park Civic and Improvement Association President: Angele Givens Email: givensfamily@bellsouth.net Blogsite: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rebuild_vista_park   Gentilly Area ‐ Contacted and had some correspondence, but no response to the question of conducting a survey with their group.  
• Gentilly Heights / East They declined due to meetings only being for rebuilding efforts. 
• Paris Oaks Association Email was undeliverable and I could not find another email listing. Email used: akerry@bellsouth.net 
• Seabrook Neighborhood Association President: Al Aubry Email: pgaubry@aol.com Contact: seabrookassociation@yahoo.com  
• Gentilly Heights / Voscoville Neighborhood Watch Coordinatior: Gwendolyn Hawkins Email: gwenhawk59@yahoo.com 
•  
• Indian Village Neighborhood Association President Lynn Lee Email: llee@entergy.com 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Other New Orleans, Louisiana Associations Contacted with No Response  
• Lakeview Civic Improvement Association President: Brad Fortier Email: bfortier@lakeviewcivic.org Website: lakeviewcivic.org 
• Lakewood Property Owner's Association Contact: lakewoodcontact@gmail.com (listed for all officers, etc.) Website: http://www.lakewoodns.org/ Website has not been updating in quite awhile. 
• Lake Vista Property Owners Contact: board@lakevistapropertyowners.com Website: www.lakevistapropetyowners.com 
• Bouligny Improvement Association President: Nell Carmichael Email: nellcarm@hotmail.com Website: www.boulignyassociation.org     Organizations that responded in a positive manner and presentations were conducted.  
• Edgewood Park Neighborhood Association Gentilly Area. 
• Bywater Neighborhood Assocation Area along the river south of the French Quarter and Marigny. 
• Mid‐City Neighborhood Organization Central region of New Orleans. 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Vita  Lynette C. Overholser grew up amongst the woods of Licking County, Ohio, where she gained an appreciation for the natural environment and its features. Particularly interested in wetland plants, Overholser sought and earned her Bachelor of Science in Landscape Horticulture from The Ohio State University in 2000. While there she earned a minor in natural resources and participated in wetland classes and limnological classes both on the main campus and at the Stone Laboratory facilities in Lake Erie. During this time she found there was a niche to be had in working with sustainable design to bring humans and wetlands together instead of keeping the two ideas separate.  This realization brought Overholser to Louisiana State University in pursuit of a Master in Landscape Architecture, which she earned in 2008. While attending classes in that program, Overholser decided to enter a second program to pursue the degree of Master of Science in Environmental Science. She earned the degree in 2010 with concentrations in both wetland science and planning and management. 
